The Future of Persian
Gulf security

Agenda:
Persian Gulf Countries
Religion and History

US security
* Denying oil to potential enemies

Foreign Policy effects lives: A story

Thoughts on US policies and missed
opportunities
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Persian Gulf

The name has been disputed by many of the neighboring Arab countries
since 1960’s

Iran identity at least for the past 2000 years

Pan Arabalism encouraged renaming it to the Arabian Gulf by some of the
Arab countries

The water channel separates the Iran Plateau from the Arab plate important
for geologists, historians, archeologists, politicians, merchants and scholars

Straight of Hormuz: a conflict, control and chokepoint

* Approx. 17 million barrels per day transit through the Strait of Hormuz in
tankers.

* Over 3.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas, approximately 18 percent of world
shipments, travel through the Strait via LNG tankers

And....the coastline has beautiful beaches, vast fishing areas, coral reefs, rich
sea life, pearl oysters.



Religion
Islam: Sunni and Shia

» Sunni and Shia, agree on most of the fundamental beliefs and practices of Islam.

- Bitter divide originated when Prophet Mohamed, leader of the Faith died and a dispute
arose on who should succeed him.

» Today, about 85 percent of the approximately 1.6 billion Muslims around the world are
Sunni, while 15 percent are Shia, according to an estimate by the Council on Foreign
Relations.

« While Shia represent the majority of the population in Iran, Iraq, Bahrain and Azerbaijan,
and a plurality in Lebanon, Sunnis are the majority in more than 40 other countries, from
Morocco to Indonesia.

» Despite their differences, Sunni and Shia have lived alongside each other in relative
peace for most of history.

* In the late 20th century, the schism deepened, exploding into violence in many parts of
the:Middle East as extreme brands of Sunni and Shia Islam battle for both religious and
political’'supremacy.



History

Portuguese influence lasted 250 years following their 17Century dominance of the seas that began with
Vasco Da Gama

* Portuguese battled the Ottoman Empire and local contenders (the various tribes)
The British and the Dutch followed
Ottomans left during WWI

1763 to 1971 British controlled what is now UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar through the British
residency program. This promoted flourishing commerce

WW Il Iran was the “Persian” corridor to supply military equipment to Russia and the Persian Gulf was
the Maritime pathway for supplies

]\c/|Vas a battlefield 1980-1988 Iran—Iraq War, each side attacked the other's oil tankers. Disguised flags
ew.

The 1991 Gulf War, the largely air- and land-based conflict followed Iraq's invasion of Kuwait.

(2)018 UK opened a permanent base in the Gulf on HMS Jufair and now has set up a support facility in
man

Which brings us to the US involvement, followed by the US Persian Gulf crisis in 2019 with tensions
between Iran and her allies and the US and our allies.




US Security

It is geopolitically and geo-economically strategic subregion.
A security dilemma is inevitable

Different states seek absolute power amid an unpredictable and rapidly changing
situation.

Mutual accusations, distrust, ignorance of each others needs has fueled instability.
Turkey and Israel have entered the security sphere by supporting UAE and Bahrain
The world's largest single source of petroleum

2019, the Persian Gulf nations of Bahrain, Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the UAE (OPEC monthly review)

* Produced about 31% of the world's oil

* Held nearly 48% of the world's crude oil reserves,

* And about 35% of the world's natural gas reserves (Source: US Energy information EIA.Gov).

Sticking points: Yemen Ceasefire, Iran’s Nuclear Program, Syria



Denying Control of Oil To Potential
Enemies

Maintaining the U.S. military presence in Persian Gulf costs upward of $60 billion a year. Because these forces can also be
used elsewhere, that sum is not entirely spent on defending the region.

Why then is the US devoting so much resources, energies, and war planning to the Persian Gulf. Would it not be more
sensible to leave the oil issue to market forces and to leave politics out of it?

For more than half a century a central drive behind the American military strategy in the oil-rich region has been to deny
the control of such vast resources to powerful enemies who would thereby become even more powerful and thus more

threatening.
Today, prevailing perception in Washington is that Iraqg and Iran are aggressive, dangerous states.

Deterring their ability to encroach on Saudi oil fields—hence denying these states additional oil revenues—is one aim of
the continuing American presence in the region.

The underlying concern is not just about possible disruptions in oil supplies, and ensuing price shocks.

The larger issue, for the US, is that if Iraq or Iran were to enrich themselves by taking control of additional oil reserves,
these regimes would soon become more menacing to the US than they already are, even if they were eager to sell to the
rest of the world all the oil they seized.

The extent to which Irag and Iran are a threat will remain a matter of debate. Do they pose a threat to the United States?
ORis the U.S. concern more for its friends in the region, especially Israel, for whom the two states are potential threats?
(Brookings Institute 3/2002 Persian Gulf Qil Strategy)




US Security In The Persian Gulf.......... ThereIs A Price To Pay
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It gets paid by those who serve....
You can’t put a priceoniit .










1 million have served over 20 yrs 5k have died Casualties are 10%
It does not include non battle disabilities.
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A Father Missing His Best Friend




Thoughts On US Policies

Reassess US policy

Evaluate US and Saudi Arabia relations: Arms economy?
Saudis bet on the Trump Family downside?

US strikes Syria target Iran backed Militia
Does the Middle East use cil as a weapon?

War for oil? What is it about? Was it about international need
that we are supporting? Is it about securing oil supplies?

We provide security...you provide oil!

Do combat troops provide stability in the region? Or Are
economic sanctions better than war

Did our strategy help Russia and China get a foothold. Is it our
job to get rid of these guys? China has a lot of influence but
zero troops

Israel, Emirates and Bahrain working together.

Should this result in the death of Americans? Diplomacy vs
troops: Like China. Have we taken sides?

and Missed Opportunities

China is exerting power without war

China, Russia and US exerting their imperial powers...how can
we all agree that its not a zere sum game.

lsrael, Emirates and Bahrain working together.
Alliances come and go...Iran / Iraq/ Saudis/ Emirates.

If we leave it to Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran...the Axis...they
will not be in peace, so will we invade them to instill our
will ....our way....will they listen to us or will they go their way.

What about the migrant workers and human rights? E.g. Qatar
with population of less than 3 million dependent on 2 million
migrant workers working at 120F temperatures (FIFA Prep
2021)

Last but not least. war has decimated and destroyed
Mesopotamia’s ancient archeological legacy



Discussion
Questions

How can US interests be realized in the Gulf?

Is it realistic for the US to reduce its footprint and
let other countries step in?

What do you believe is the best policy for the US
bases in the region?

What is the significance of the new normalization
agreement between Israel and UAE/Bahrain

What are your thoughts on the cancellation of
the Iran Nuclear deal and imposition of sanction

Lumped as Islamic countries, do the specific
denominations play a part?



