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Questions on Immigration

What is your 
immigrant story? How 

far back? What was 
the trigger?

Immigration: is that 
the same as 
migration, 

emigration?

Is migration changing, 
or are the depictions 

of migration 
changing?

Is it a political topic? 
A political football

Triggers for 
migration? Legal and 

illegal

Illegal vs legal 
migration?

Economic impact of 
Migrants to host countries 
and home countries . Cost 

to each country, 
increase/decrease  in  

GDP

Social impact of 
Immigration: 

Language, classism, 
education, religion, 
cultural : do these 
worry the majority 

culture?

Political impact: 
Voting block in host 
country, impact on 
politics of mother 

country

Immigration laws: 
Who is allowed to 

migrate into a 
country, the pros and 

cons 

Climate change and 
migration  Floods, 

deserts etc.

Economic,  social, 
security/safety and 

humanitarian causes

3 suggestions to make the 
best of immigration, 
addressing all levels, 
nationals of immigrants.



Triggers for 
Migration

Source: Justice for Migrants
“ Root causes”

Push Pull

Safety/Security Persecution
Violence 
War

Safety 
Stability
Freedom

Economic Poor wages
Lack of Jobs
Poverty

Higher Wages
Job prospects
Education

Environmental Crop Failure
Pollution
Natural Disaster

Food availability
Better environment

Social /Humanitarian  Limited opportunities
Lack of Services
Family 
Separation/Marriage

Family Reunification
Better quality of life
Availability of services
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Source: UN world migration report  2020



Countries with the Most 
Immigrants 

United Kingdom      10 million immigrants   3.7% of total

Russia 12 million immigrants   4.4% of total

Saudi Arabia             13 million immigrants   4.7% of total

Germany  13 million immigrants   4.8% of total
USA 51 million immigrants   19% of total

Source: 12/18/2020  Immigration News              
https://citizenpath.com/countries-with-the-most-immigrants/



Global Migration Trends

258 Million            
INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS (2017)

$466 Billion REMITTANCES (2017)

18.8 Million in 135 countries         
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE
(2017) 

4.8 Million STUDENTS  (2016)

14% of all immigrants were                           
CHILDREN (2017)

66 Million ADULTS HAD PLANS TO 
MIGRATE  (2015)

Source: United Nations     https://www.iom.int/global-migration-trends

https://www.iom.int/global-migration-trends


Migration from the Northern Triangle Countries (Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras) to the United States

• People flee El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, largely  due to 
chronic violence, corruption, and poverty.  Crime & homicide rates 
are high

• Climate changes have had big impacts: hurricanes; the Big Drought: 
agricultural land has dried up

• Why don’t those who flee go to various South American countries?  
A researcher in this area told me that many So American countries 
are too unstable and many of the immigrants in the Northern 
Triangle speak native dialects, rather than Spanish.

Source: Council on Foreign Relations info about the Northern Triangle   
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/central-americas-turbulent-northern-triangle

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/central-americas-turbulent-northern-triangle










US Immigration System

Basic principles

• Reunification of families
• Admit  immigrants with skills that are valuable to 

the U.S. economy
• Protect refugees
• Promote diversity

System itself is very complex.

Source: American Immigration Council
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-united-
states-immigration-system-works



Studies about Opposition to Immigration

News about the costs of immigration boosts White opposition 
far more when Latino immigrants, rather than European 
immigrants, are featured.       

Source: American Journal of Political Science 2008

In the U.S., analysis of voting patterns over time shows that 
White Americans with anti-immigrant views have been 
shifting steadily toward the Republican Party. The end result 
is a nation divided by race and outcomes that often favor 
Whites over immigrants and minorities.  

Source: Daedalus 2021
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